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CHART 1: PERMANENT RESIDENTS BY IMMIGRANT CATEGORY AND SEX (2004–2008)

Immigrant Category
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CHART 2: COMPARISON OF PERMANENT RESIDENTS IN ECONOMIC CLASS AND LIVE-IN 
CAREGIVER CATEGORY, BY SEX (2004–2008) 

Immigrant Category



Between 2004 and 2008, the majority of both male and
female permanent residents have been admitted to
Canada within the Economic Class—61% of all men
and 54% of all women (Chart 3). Family Class is the

second most common avenue for permanent residents—
22% of men and 31% of women, followed by Protected
Persons—13% of men and 12% of women—and
Others36—4% of both men and women (Chart 3).
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CHART 3: DISTRIBUTION OF PERMANENT RESIDENTS BY SEX AND IMMIGRANT CLASS 
(2004–2008)

Sex

Since 2004, there has been a shift in the balance
between male and female permanent residents in the
Economic Class. For example, women accounted for
38% of all principal applicants in 2008, an increase of
8% over five years (Chart 4). In the same period, there
was a parallel decline of 6% in the number of female
spouses and common-law partners, who represented
70% of the total by 2008 (Chart 5). The difference

between male and female dependants (primarily
minor children) remained constant at 53% and 47%,
respectively.

Although further analysis is required to identify factors
that may have contributed to changes among principal
applicants and spouses and common-law partners, this
tendency demonstrates a positive step towards gender
equality within the Economic Class.

36 The Other category includes Permanent Residents who have been admitted on Humanitarian and Compassionate or Public Policy Grounds.
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CHART 4: PRINCIPAL APPLICANTS IN ECONOMIC CLASS, BY SEX (2004–2008)

Year
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CHART 5: SPOUSES/COMMON-LAW PARTNERS IN ECONOMIC CLASS, BY SEX (2004–2008)

Year
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Immigration is a defining feature of Canada’s
development as a nation and its path to the future.
Much of what our country stands for today has been
built on and shaped by immigrants of the past, and
newcomers will continue to significantly contribute to
Canada’s economic prosperity in decades to come.
CIC is strongly committed to harnessing this strength
by laying the foundation for attracting and retaining
immigrants, and for successfully integrating them
upon arrival in Canada. 

In the past year, concrete steps have been taken to
modernize our immigration system and build on our
capacity to support newcomers in their early
settlement period and longer-term integration.
Legislative action has also been taken to provide all
Canadians with certainty of their citizenship status.
We continued to contribute to the global
humanitarian effort by resettling those who are most
in need of protection. These efforts are part of an
ongoing commitment to meet the economic, social,
and cultural needs of Canada, to uphold its
humanitarian tradition, and to make immigration
work for Canada today and in the future.

Conclusion

SECTION 6
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The following is an extract from the 2002 Immigration
and Refugee Protection Act, outlining the requirements
for CIC’s Annual Report to Parliament.

Report to Parliament

94. (1) The Minister must, on or before November 1
of each year or, if a House of Parliament is not then
sitting, within the next 30 days on which that House
is sitting after that date, table in each House of
Parliament a report on the operation of this Act in the
preceding calendar year.

(2) The report shall include a description of

(a) instructions given under section 87.3 and other
activities and initiatives taken concerning the selection
of foreign nationals, including measures taken in
cooperation with the provinces;

(b) in respect of Canada, the number of foreign
nationals who became permanent residents, and the
number projected to become permanent residents in
the following year;

(b.1) in respect of Canada, the linguistic profile of
foreign nationals who became permanent residents;

(c) in respect of each province that has entered into a
federal-provincial agreement described in subsection
9(1), the number, for each class listed in the
agreement, of persons that became permanent
residents and that the province projects will become
permanent residents there in the following year;

(d) the number of temporary resident permits issued
under section 24, categorized according to grounds of
inadmissibility, if any;

(e) the number of persons granted permanent resident
status under subsection 25(1); and,

(f) a gender-based analysis of the impact of this Act.
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ANNEX A: Section 94 of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act




